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rack! “That wasatree,” our
guide Ruan says
unnecessarily fromthe
spotter'sseat onthe front of
ouropen-top safaritruck.
We'veseen broken
branches strewn along the dirtroad
andvegetationripped from the
ground toexposeits tastyroots, And
thenthere'sthe dung, giant steaming
balls dropped in untidy trails. Yes,
somethinglargeisafootin Africa’s
KapamaGame Reserve.

Aneager party of amateuranimal
detectives, we'velearnt from Ruan
and fellowguide Andre that rhinos
stopto poopandleave behindtidy,
albeit large, mounds.

Elephants, onthe other hand, walk
and droptheir waste at the sametime.

Aha!We have oursuspects.

Butfindingthemisn’tsoeasyas
theirwrinkled khakihides aresowell

hidden inthe thornyacaciabush that

we'rebeside a motherand calf-close
enough tosee mum'’slong black
eyelashes-almost before we knowit.

“Even thoughtheyare such
massive animals, theircamouflageis
ridiculous,” Ruan says.

“It’s hard to believe an animal that
size blendsin so well.”

Engrossedin feeding, the giants
pay us no attention, theirtrunks
tugging foliage fromthe trees and
curlingitintotheirmouthsin one
continuous circle.

Kapama (nearest town Hoedspruit)
occupies 13,000 privately-owned
hectareson the westernedge of
South Africa’s famous Kruger
National Park, an hour’s flight
northeast of Johannesburg,

The wild elephant herd roamsthe
grassland and bush with other “must-
see” animals of the illustrious Big
Five - Cape buffalo, lion, the elusive
leopard and precious rhinoceros.

Butwhat bringswildlifeloversto
Camp Jabulani, the luxury Kapama
lodge where we are staying, isa
15-strongherd of “ellies”, the core of
which was rescued in2002 from
Zimbabwe where theyhad been
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orphanedbya culling programand
trained to carry tourists.

Theirownerwas losing his farm
and the animals faced death.

Lente Roode, who founded the
Hoedspruit Endangered Species
Centre (HESC), brought them and
theirkeeperstothe centre andsetup
CampJabulanionsurrounding
familyland.

Here, travellers can enjoy an
African safari experience atits best—
acombination of luxury
accommodation, wildlife, good food,
sunsetdrinks— tobeshared with
some seriously large hosts.

Be part of the Circle of Life at this

wilderness camp
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Upuntil April this year, elephant-
backsafaris were partofthe Camp
Jabulani experience but with global
opinion heavily weighted against the
practice, lastyearthe Roode family
decidedto phase outtherides.

Now Camp Jabulani'strained
elephants roam Kapamaduringday,
accompanied by groomsto keep
them away from the wild herd, before

returning to theirstablesat night.

Guestscanstillspend time close to
the elephants, and hear gunidestell
stories aboutthe animals.

There is Jabulani, acalfrescued by
MrsRood in1997 and hand-reared at
HESC before findinga new family
when the Zimbabwe herd arrived.

Tokweisthe nurturing matriarch
and Sebakwe thedominant male,
famousas beingonalabelof South
Africa’s national liqueur, Amarula.

The baby Timesa, orphaned by the
drought afflicting the country, was
welcomed into the herd in November.

*There wasn'tadryeyethatday,”
campmanager Christosaysas he
leadsusonan afternoon walk

through the bush to watch the
elephants. Even more magical is
sitting by awaterhole at dusk for
sundowner drinks, watching
silhouettes moving slowly, with a
setting sun and the Drakensberg
Mountainsinthe distance.

Butitisn’tall aboutthe elephants.
Kapamaisalso home to 42 different
mammals and 350 species of bird,
and safari drivestosee them take
advantage of the early morning or
late afternoonlight. We seeimpalas
andwarthogs by the dozen; elegant
giraffes and roaming Burchell’s
zebra. In two days, the guides find
lions three times, rhinosand a pairof
young male hyenas.

Ruansays by focusing on everything
- notjustthemargquee animals-you
get abetter safari experience.

THE LODGE
Jabulanimeans “rejoice” inthe Zulu
language and who could not be happy
tostay at the Relais & Chateaux-
accredited lodge.

The main building, set amid trees
and overlooking awaterhole, housesa
diningareaand communallounge

with couches and invitingopen
fireplace, A suspension bridge acro
aseasonal creekbed - its dry surfac
showsup animal tracks each morn:
- leadstosixindividual suites,
Each hasa private plunge pool ai
afreestanding stonebathtubthat’s
goodsubstitute when the weatheri
too cool for an outdoor dip.
Three-course lunches and dinng

: are part of the tariff. One nightmig

beabraai (atraditional barbecue)
where amongthe piles of meat and
sidedishes are South African’
specialities such as Boerewors
sausage, served with pap (polenta-
likemaize) and chakalaka, aspicy
tomatoandvegetable stew.

The decor issafari-style: timber,
earthy textures and colours,animg
printfabrics and artworkreflectin
the bushland and its animals.

TOTHE RESCUE

The nearby Hoedspruit Endangert
Species Centre opened in1990. Its
earlyfocus was onbreeding cheeta
butithasexpanded into conservat
programs forotherspeciesand isa
rescue centre fororphanedand sic
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ahimals. Butthe firstone we meet is
Belgian shepherd pup Bullet whois
‘being trained tojoinolder dogZeein
keeping HESC and Kapamasafe from
poachers. Today, Bullet'starget is
aball buthe willsoonbe on patrol

to protectthe region’s precious
whiterhinoceros.

Poachingis a huge problemin the
Greater Kruger region. Countrywide
in 2016, athousand rhinoswere taken
fortheir horns, which is mistalkenly
thoughtin eastern Asiato have
magicalmedicinal powers. -

Anotherrhino orphanage closed

COMFORT ZONE

this year after poachersbroke inand
Killed two babies. HESC hasits own
whiterhino nursery where calvesare
cared for, asheep astheirsurrogate
mother, until they.can be released
backinto the wild.

Asthesafari tourdrivesusaround,
birds of prey circle above the HESC
“projects” - ababyelephant
wandering freely with its own human
keeper and surrogate sheepmum,
tworescueleopards perchedinatree,
and enclosures of Jazing cheetahs.

- Thebirds are waiting for the next
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asthe “Vulture Restaurant”, We
watchandwrinkle nosesasaute—a
bakkie asit’sknown in South Africa—
pullsup and dumps itsload of
leftover meat from predator feeding.
Down come the vacuum cleaners of
the bushto pickclean the bones.

Hooded and white-faced vultures
jostlewith marabou storks, a creature
whosethoroughly revolting looks
earnitaplaceamongthe “UglyFive”,
alongside the wildebeest, warthog,
spotted hyenaand vultures.
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GETTING THERE
South Africa Airways has daily flights
from Johannesburg to Hoedspruit.
The drive from the capital takes almost
six hours.

STAYING THERE
Suitesare R14,200 a person, twin
share (about $1400), anight. This

includes game drives, bush walks and

safari drives; meals and drinks; laundry,
Wi-Fi, a tour of HESC and transfers
from Hoedspruit Eastgate Airport.

MORE
campjabulani.com
country.southafrica.net/country/aufen
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